
senior, junior and in-between as 
well as youth are welcomed! 
Don’t miss this opportunity to be 
a part of this transformation 
process! 

A new resource avail-
able to congregations is a Bible 
study, “What’s Going On Out 
There (in Here)?”  This study 
deals with the cultural contexts 
in which God calls us to do min-
istry.   The Bible Study and facili-
tator’s guide are available on the 
R e g i o n ’ s  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.ccsw.org.  Click on the 
New Day, New Direction logo for 
your copy!

 God is calling the 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) to a new day!  Ques-
tions?  Call the Regional office at 
817.926.4687.

A time for conversa-
tion is coming to YOUR area 
soon!  As the CCSW made the 
decision last year to embark on a 
2-year journey to discover who 
God calls us to be in the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
in the Southwest and how to 
best serve congregations across 
this geography, a New Day, New 
Direction Task Force was created.  
This Task Force is guiding the 
process and is working with a 
consultant, Dale Ziemer, engaged 
by the Regional Council from the 
Center for Parish Development.   

The first phase in-
volved “first conversations” 
around the Region and in-depth 
interviews with several key lead-
ers to form a comprehensive 
Organizational Analysis.   Now, 
the strengths and the opportu-

nity areas noted in the Analysis 
are being “field tested” across 
the Region in eleven “Discovery 
Conference” gatherings.   The 
purpose of the Discovery Con-
ference is to embrace key factors 
& forces which shape our shared 
life and mission, to provide input 
and feedback to the process and 
stretch us to ensure that the 
information makes sense for who 
we are as the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the 
Southwest, as we take next steps 
to claim our place in the future 
to which God calls us!

Who should attend a 
“Discovery Conference”?   Lead-
ers, both clergy and lay, and 
church folks who are interested 
in where we are and how we find 
ourselves there.   Adults—

New Day, New Direction Takes Next Steps in CCSW
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“Discovery Conferences” to be held across the Region

SATURDAY, APRIL 5th

LUBBOCK -  Lubbockview Christian Church   9:00 a.m.— noon

CORPUS CHRISTI- South Shore Christian Church 1:00 p.m.— 3:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 12th:

AMARILLO -First Christian Church, Amarillo             9:00 a.m.— 12 noon

EULESS—United Memorial Christian Church  9:30 a.m.—12 noon

ABILENE-  First Christian Church, Abilene 11:00 a.m.— 4 p.m.

TYLER— First Christian Church, Tyler    1:00 p.m.— 4 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 24th:  

GARLAND - NTA Western Heights Center  10:00 a.m.– 1 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 26th:

EL PASO - First Christian Church, El Paso          9:30 a.m.— 12:30 p.m.

KINGWOOD -  Kingwood Christian Church 10:30 a.m.— 3:30 p.m.

WACO—Richfield Christian Church             1:00 p.m.— 3:30 p.m.
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SHAKERS & SHAPERS

In 5th grade, I memorized Robert 
Frost’s poem, “A Road Not 
Taken.”   The poet speaks of 
standing at the crossroads, deter-
mining which path he will follow,  
knowing that when he sets his 
path, he will not come back to 
this crossroads again.  And should 
he come back again, the path (and 
he) would not be the same.   In 
the final lines he writes, “Two 
roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by, 
and that has made all the differ-
ence.”  I spoke to the Regional 
Council a few weeks ago about 
the Region being at that cross-
roads.    One path continues us 

down the path on which we have 
journeyed for 20+ years.  It has 
served us well in some ways, and it 
has had its limitations.   

The other path looks to 
the future….somewhat hidden, 
unable to see exactly what it looks 
like.  But it seems to bring a sense 
of freshness, connectedness to 
each other, & new energy for the 
ministry of Jesus Christ to which 
God calls us.   It looks a little bit 
steep right now, though, and 
what’s over the hill still unknown.   
The Discovery Conferences will 
get us on the path to a process of 
discernment—a time to get a good 
look at the possibilities  for God’s 

future.  The hard part is that  
we (I) want everything right 
now.  We (I) don’t want to wait 
and we don’t want to work for 
it.   And yet, God calls us to go 
slowly.  To be intentional in our 
steps.   To listen and pray and 
study and talk and be about God’s 
work.    “Two roads diverged 
in a wood, and I—I took the one 
less traveled by, and that has 
made all the difference.”   

Friends, I believe God calls us—
in our congregations, our Areas, 
and in our Region - to make a 
difference!                   

ter for the scholarship form.  
Housing will be pro-

vided for the first 80 registered 
participants, with preference given 
to pastors, lay or ordained.  Meals 
can be purchased from TCU for 
$133.75 for the week, or persons 
can take care of their own meal 
arrangements!  Six classes are 

The Borderlands Center for 
Latina/o Church Studies at Brite 
Divinity School hosts their 2008 
Summer Program on June 1st—
6th at Brite.   Registration for this 
event is $70.  The Christian 
Church in the Southwest will 
provide scholarships for the regis-
tration;  contact your Area minis-

offered during this time by Latina/o 
professors.  This program is a mar-
velous opportunity for many of our 
pastors.  

For more information 
and registration form, contact Rev. 
Luis Bernard or Reina Rodriguez at 
817.257.7575.   

The keynote speaker 
for the event is our own Re-
gional Minister, Dani Loving 
Cartwright.  If you have been 
to a retreat with Dani, you 
know that it will be energetic 
and meaningful work that we 
will do together!   

R e v .  C h a r l o t t e 
Hoppe, Tres Rios Area Minis-
ter, will be the Bible Study 
leader.  Rev. Dottie Cook, 
pastor of South Hills Christian 
Church is serving as the wor-
ship liturgist in our times to-
gether. Our praise will be ac-
companied by Jean Worden, 
incredible musician from FCC, 
Tyler, Texas. A n  A l l -

Assembly Choir will be di-
rected by Celinda Hallbauer - a 
music educator and current 
moderator of the Trinity-
Brazos Area.

The Saturday night 
banquet will feature reflections 
of Pauline Patterson, who 
served as our Woman-to-
Woman representative to 
Haiti/Dominican Republic!

Don’t miss the op-
portunity to be a part of this 
great weekend!  Bring a car-
load of women from your 
church and join in the fun and 
sister-ship! Registration form & 
i n f o rma t ion  on l i n e  a t 
www.ccsw.org!

It’s BACK!!  The 
incredible gathering of women 
across the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the 
Southwest will be happening 
this summer!  June 20th-22nd 
promises to be a time for re-
newal, refreshment, meaningful 
worship, great speakers, and 
FUN!   With housing avail-
able on the TCU Campus and 
events happening at University 
Christian Church in Fort 
Worth...this woman-gathering 
provides for lots of time to 
meet new folks, learn new 
things, discuss thoughtful top-
ics, and enjoy the presence of 
God!    
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CCSW WOMEN’S ASSEMBLY -  June 20-22 - University Christian Church & TCU, Fort Worth

Dani Loving Cartwright
Regional Minister & President

C.C.S.W.

CCSW Regional Women’s Assembly
June 20-22

University Christian Church &
Texas Christian University

Fort Worth, TX

From Dani’s Desk...

Blessings,

Dani
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Just prior to the Opening 
Ceremonies of the Bejing Olympics, 
youth from all across the Region 
will have an opportunity to gather 
at Lake Brownwood Christian Re-
treat, June 23-28, 2008, to gain 
leadership skills and to focus on 
what it is to be a Christian servant-
leader in this decade. 

Christian Youth Leadership Semi-
nar—now nearing its 50th year—
will be led by the Regional Youth 
Ministry Council and will focus on 
the theme:  One Christ, One 
Dream.  

Rev. Virzola Law, Associ-
ate Pastor at Mississippi Boulevard 
Christian Church will serve as the 
Keynoter.  Artie Anderson, on the 
staff of First Christian Church, 
Lufkin, will serve as the liturgist 
and musician for the week.   Artie 
is well-known in the Northeast 
Area for his musical abilities and 
worship leadership.

Registration is $275 per 
each Area Youth Council repre-
sentative and Adult Sponsor.  
Deadline for registration is May 
15th.  All forms and information 

can be found at the Area Offices.  
For more information, you can 
con t a c t  Co ry  G lo v er  a t 
cglover@fcclufkin.com.  

Daily themes will help 
the servant-leaders in their leader-
ship training by working through 
these topics:   “Setting the Tone; 
Will you Run the Race?”  “Catching 
the Dream”  “Making the Commit-
ment”  “Team Effort—Who Helps 
You Carry the Baton?” and  
“Humility in Service.”   Any inter-
ested youth should contact their 
Area Offices for more information. 

hails from the Capitol Region and is 
the Church Planter/Founding Pastor 
of United by Faith Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Laurel, 
Maryland.   Dr. Foster will be 
preaching on Friday evening in the 
sanctuary of University Christian 
Church.   On Sunday morning, Dr. 
Sharon E. Watkins, General Minis-
ter & President, will be preaching 
to a gathered community of Disci-
ples in Ed Landreth Auditorium on 

There is nowhere better to be on 
October 18-20th than to be in Fort 
Worth, Texas, gathered with your 
church family and friends from 434 
other congregations to be the 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Regional Assembly!  Re-
fresh & Rejoice! will be the 
theme for this biennial celebration.

Preachers for the event 
will be Dr. Andrea Foster, who 

the campus of Texas Christian University.  

The music for the event ranges from choir and organ 
to an ensemble from the TCU Jazz Band.     

“Disciples History: the Present” will be offered as a 
workshop for all who are interested on Friday with the tutor for 
the class none other than our own Dr. D. Newell Williams, 
President of Brite Divinity School and Disciples historian who is 
currently serving as Moderator for the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).    Also Golf...workshops….and more!       

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND….more info coming soon!

Watkins will open the conference 
with highlights from the ministry 
plan and state of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ).  
Workshops and panel discussions 

on topics such as worship planning and 
preparation, stewardship, community 
involvement, ministering to the five gen-
erations of the church, and others will be 
included in the event.  Early bird 
registration is available through May 15th 
with double occupancy at $500 and Single 
Occupancy at $575.  After May 16th, the 

price goes up.  Scholarships for $250 are available with 
priority given to new church pastors and pastors of congrega-
tions in a transformation processes through DHM or Church 
Extension.   Scholarship requests should be submitted by May 
1, 2008.  Registration is online at www.disciples.org.  

Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, General 
Minister & President of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ) is 
calling all Disciples clergy to come 
together for a time of rest, renewal 
and rejuvenation September 8-10, 
2008 in Chicago, Illinois.  The 
theme for this gathering is 
“Wholeness in a Fragmented 
World:  Body, Mind & Spirit.”  The 
Pastor’s Conference will feature 
noted preachers Dr. Floyd Flake 
and Bishop William Willimon. Dr. 

General Minister & President Calls Pastors Together 

SNEAK PEEK:  THE REGIONAL ASSEMBLY: “refreshing!”

Christian Youth Leadership Seminar:   Leadership Training for Area Youth Councils & Young Leaders
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PENTECOST 

OFFERING 2008

1/2 of the gifts re-
ceived go to work in 
the whole church, 
1/2 in the CCSW

Share the Chalice!

Share the Hope!

Share the Love!

The Association of Disciples Musicians 
Proudly Present 

What is God Doing?

Searching for Emerging Worship 
in a Changing Culture

July 19-24, 2008

First Christian Church

Tulsa, OK

www.adm-doc.org

Calling All Men!

CCSW Disciples 
Men’s Retreat

September 19-21

Lake Brownwood 
Christian Retreat

Plan now to be a 
part of this 

Incredible Gathering!

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

in the Southwest 

2501 Parkview Drive, Suite #450

Fort Worth, TX  76102

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1689, 

Fort Worth, TX  76101

Phone: 817-926-4687

Fax: 817-926-5121

E-mail: ccsw@ccsw.org

More Disciples Doings...

Where God calls us to new places!

We’re on the Web!
www.ccsw.org


